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[Driving and Vision template letter/ email]

Dear [Insert MP’s name],

Re: Road safety and the urgent need for stricter vision laws

I am writing to you as a concerned constituent, alarmed by the lack of effective legal safeguards to ensure that drivers on our roads meet the vision standards required for safe driving. 

Every day, lives are being put at risk because our laws fail to address one simple truth: clear vision saves lives. Families have lost loved ones in avoidable road accidents caused by drivers who would never have been behind the wheel had the laws around vision for driving been more rigorous.  

These tragedies are preventable, but only if action is taken.

As I’m sure you are aware, UK drivers are only required to pass a basic vision check once—when they first learn to drive. This test is outdated and grossly inadequate.
Beyond that, there is no legal requirement for drivers to have their vision tested again, even as they age, and their eyesight naturally deteriorates. 

Research by the Association of Optometrists (AOP) highlights the scale of the problem:
· More than half of UK optometrists (56%) have seen patients continuing to drive despite failing to meet the legal vision standard
· Alarmingly, nearly a third of UK drivers (29%) admit they would continue to drive even if they knew their vision was too poor to do so safely.
This is not a small issue—it is a widespread, urgent problem that endangers all road users.
In countries like Finland, Germany, and Sweden, laws are in place to ensure that drivers undergo regular, comprehensive vision tests. In other European nations, including Italy and Spain, drivers must have their eyesight checked at least every 10 years, with increased frequency as they age. Why is the UK falling behind? It is time for the UK to follow suit and implement modern vision standards to protect all road users.

The current system also places an unfair and heavy burden on families and friends to intervene when a loved one’s eyesight is no longer fit for driving. It is heartbreaking to think of the guilt and anguish that families endure when they are left to make such difficult decisions. This responsibility should not fall on them—the law must act as a safeguard.
I urge you to advocate for the following changes, as recommended by the AOP:

· Mandatory vision tests for drivers every two years, or more frequently if advised by an optometrist
· Compulsory vision assessments at every licence renewal—every 10 years for most drivers and every three years for those over 70
· Replacing the outdated number plate test with a professional, standardised vision assessment to measure all aspects of visual function necessary for safe driving.
As your constituent, I would be grateful if you could raise these concerns with the Department for Transport. This is a matter of public safety. By enacting stronger vision regulations, we can prevent countless tragedies and make our roads safer for everyone.

Yours sincerely,
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