Association of
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Special Schools Eye Care Service

Securing the future of eye care for children
with special educational needs and disability

The Government has outlined support for the
Special Schools Eye Care Service until April 2024.

We want to see a clear vision for the future
and a long-term commitment to ensure that
children with special educational needs have
equitable access to eye healthcare.
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About the service

The Special Schools Eye Care Service offers children with
learning disabilities regular full vision and eye health
assessments within their learning environment, delivered
by optometrists, orthoptists, and dispensing opticians.
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The benefits...

© Every child attending a special school receives
high-quality care, quickly — addressing health
inequalities and improving health outcomes

© Hospital eye departments can focus on patients
who need to be seen by an ophthalmologist

© Early diagnosis of eye health issues will prevent
additional secondary care referrals, reducing
the NHS backlog
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What we're
calling for

............................................................................

1 Work with the AOP and the
sector, to ensure a long-term
commitment to the delivery of the
Special Schools Eye Care Service

............................................................................

y) Consistent commissioning
of the Special Schools Eye
Care Service nationally in day
and residential schools

............................................................................

3 Proper investment that covers the
true cost of delivering the Special
Schools Eye Care Service and
funding secured for the future

A tremendous amount of work has

already gone into setting up the
service in many special schools in
England - and children, parents
and teachers love it. A commitment
from Government to deliver the
service nationally, across all UK

special schools, is essential. ,,

Adam Sampson
Chief Executive
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@ For more information and how to get involved, visit www.aop.org.uk/sightforsen  #SightForSEN

Association of The Association of Optometrists is the leading representative membership
Optometrists organisation for optometrists in the UK. For more information visit www.aop.org.uk
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